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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a signal converter which enable a 
hearing disabled person and a hearing and vision disabled person to utilize a 
telephone set and a portable terminal, etc. 

SOLUTION: This signal converter is constituted of a control means 102 for 
receiving voice signals 101 from a communicating party, a first storage means 
104 for temporarily storing the voice signals 101 received by the control means 
102, a second storage means 105 for storing data inside the device beforehand, 
a conversion means for comparing and converting the contents of the first 
storage means 104 and the second storage means 105 and MMI(man- machine 
interface) function means 106-114 for notifying converted signals to a user. The 
signal converter 103 converts the voice signals 101 to the signals recognizable 
by the hearing disabled person and the hearing and vision disabled person. For 
instance, in the case of converting them to character signals, received contents 
are character-displayed at an LCD (liquid crystal display device) 106. Also, at the 
time of transmission, characters inputted by a key 112 are converted to the voice 
signals 101 and transmitted to the communicating party. In the case of converting 
them to braille signals, the received contents are notified to the user by a braille 
monitor 109 or a braille printer 110. 
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